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Dear Mr MacKay Douglas Clark

FOREST PLAN APPLICATION - FORBES ESTATE

I am enclosing details of this application and invite you to submit comments which will be
taken into account before a decision is reached the archaeologist has been notified of this
proposal.

A “no comments™ tear-off slip is provided below and its use, where appropriate, and early
return would be much appreciated.

However, if you do have any comments please remember that they should be submitted within
28 days of this letter. If I have not heard from you by 23 February 2004 I will assume you are
content with the proposals. Should a site visit or meeting be considered necessary please
contact Mr Gavin Legge prior to any arrangements being made.

Yours sincerely,

;1; %iddowson

Administrative Officer

Enc.
Ms Moira Greig, Archaeologist
Aberdeenshire Council
Woodhill House, Westburn Road
Aberdeen, AB16 SGB
(LW)

After careful consideration I confirm [ have no comments to make on the Forest Plan
application reference 0319/00040 FORBES ESTATE

Protecting and expanding Scotiand’s forests and woodlands, and increasing their value to society and the environment. {A}
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Tel: 013397 55080
Email g.cowie@tinyworld.co.uk

Garden House
Morven Way
BALLATER

Aberdeenshire

AB35 5SF
19 February ‘04

Dear Jim,
Forbes Estate Forest Management Plan

[ enjoyed my visit last week and welcomed the opportunity to read through the Forbes
Estate 20 year Management Plan. My comments on the Plan are:

1. This is a very professionally produced Plan, which addresses all the issues [
would expect to be relevant to the area.

2. T was particularly impressed by the willingness to adopt current standards
regarding landscape issues, access by the general public, conservation and the
growing of quality timber.

3. Within this however, the plan could perhaps be improved, particularly with
regard to conservation of squirrels, and indirectly capercailzie. At present, the
Plan is working on the assumption of standard rotations of 40 years for Spruce
assuming a Yield Class of 18 and 60 years for Pine. If the Yield Class is
correct, and | would be surprised if it were as high as 18, then the 40 year
rotation is probably appropriate and with Spruce, because of its growth
pattern, financial yields are sensitive to age at felling.

4. However, with Pine, 60 years is a short rotation if quality sawlogs is the
primary aim and unlike Spruce, the financial return is not affected
significantly between rotations of 60 ~90 years. Extending the rotation
towards 90 years would be most beneficial in retaining red squirrel habitat and
would encourage the development of a field layer conducive to capercailzie. Il
would also allow consideration of continuous cover forestry systems, which in
turn would be beneficial to the landscape, assuming that the quality of the
Scots Pine is good enough to encourage its use as a “mother” crop.

5. The Plan makes little or no reference to protection. It would be safe to assume
that the control of Roe Deer is tied in with the sporting but what steps are
proposed to control weevils at restocking — insecticide? What about weed
control — herbicide?

However, if all plans were of this standard, we would have little to complain about! |
presume that the system of approval requires a 5 yearly review. If not, the Plan will
quickly become meaningless — nothing ever goes according to plan for much longer
than 5 years!

With best wishes,
P o3 Y,
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