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STYLISH OPENING OF GORDO

THE Gordon Way, a hill walk
18-miles long, which stretches
from Bennachie to Rhynie,
was opened in style this week,
with the guest of honour, Dr.
Danny Gordon, flying in by
helicopter.

The weather was ideal for the
yccasion, with a warm wind
lowing across the Suie Hill,
vhere several hundred people
athered for the opening
eremony on Monday morning.
The walk is a joint venture
etween the Forestry
ommission  and Gordon
istrict Council, and is easily
entified by the special logo
hich was designed by pupils of
emnay Academy.
Monday’s ceremony was
tended by representatives of
ordon District Council, the
illes of Bennachie, the
yrestry Commission, Nature
onservancy Council, and Mid
rampian Employment
raining.

Dr. Gordon, a retired

Inverurie, G.P., founded the
Bailies of Bennachie in 1973 and
the Gordon Way was his

‘brainchild’. At the opening, he
spoke of his childhood in the
area. He was born two miles
north of Clatt and later attended
the Gordon Schools at Huntly.
This was of particular interest
to the 600 Gordon Schools’
pupils who walked five miles of
the Gordon Way from the Brindy
Hill, to attend the ceremony,
with Insch teenager William
Robb being the first to finish.
Dr. Gordon confessed to
having been dreading the
helicopter trip. “Friends told me
it would be very noisy and I was a
bit apprehensive, but it was

lovely and I was very
comfortable. Ron Marnie,
recently retired from the
Forestry Commission, was

sitting beside me as we flew the
length of the walk.
“He pointed out each part as

Dr. Danhy Gordon waving to all his friends as he alight

ed safely from the PLM helicopter

which flew him along th_e route of the Gordon Way, just before he performed the opening
ceremony. Mr Ron Marnie, retired from the Forestry Commission waits to greet him.

we went along. My biggest
impression was the huge area of

forest at Knockhall, Suie and
Coreen, stretching away to
Rhynie.

He then stressed thatalthough
he had conceived the Gordon
Way many years ago, he had not
contributed to its construction.
“I have never lifted a spade, but I
am deeply grateful to Ron
Marnie and his successor, Sandy
Sandilands, of the Forestry
Commission, to Provost James
Lawrence and Gordon District
Council for bringing it to
fruition.

“I have thoroughly enjoyed my
day and am glad that my voice
and my legs held out. My tongue
has certainly wagged very well,”

he quipped.
Dr. Gordon re'n}ained.'59ni9’r

programme by the squad on the
privately owned sections of the

ay.,

On behalf of Gordon District
Council, Councillor  John
McGregor, planning convener,
added E
squad and to everyone involved
in the project.

“The members and officials of
Gordon District Council are
very pleased to have been
associated with this walk, which
we feel will give a great deal of
pleasure and extended
opportunity to the hundreds of
people, residents and visitors to

the area, who climb Bennachie -

and the surrounding hills.

“We are grateful to Dr. Gordon
for coming up with the idea all
these vears ago; for having the

is congratulations to the.

it, and for persuading the Bailies
of Bennachie and others it was a
worthwhile project.

“We wish to thank the
Forestry Commission for the
work they have done and the
access given to cross their lands,
and we are grateful for the
consideration by other land
owners along the route.

“Thanks are also due to past
members of the Council, who in
the days when it was little more
than an idea, gave it support and
financial backing; also the
officers, especially Chris White,
who dedicated many hours of
their time identifying land
owners, negotiating access and
sorting out the legal niceties.

_ “It is the Council’s stated
intention to make Gordon a

N WAY

want. to visit, but also want to
stay for a few days,a week oreven
longer. There are many features
of interest in our District and this
walk is an important addition.
We are sure it will give a great
deal of pleasure to a great many
people for many years ro come,”
he concluded.

When the ribbon was cut by
Dr. Gordon, he walked a few
yards of the Way with two girls
from the Gordon Schools and
was then driven to the Village
Hall, Clatt, where he was joined
by the other guests, for a light
meal.

The unique tearoom at the
Hall is run by the community
and caters for coach parties and
organised groups during the
week and for afternoon teas for
the public at weekends.

Mrs Angela Head manages the
tearoom, and the craft shop, rur
by Mrs Joyce Tuhill, appealed tc
many of Monday’s guests whe
found time to browse over th
pottery, knitwear, paintings anc
home-baking.

The hall was the perfect plac
for guests to exchang
impressions of the happening
on the Suie, and of course, in th
centre of it all was Dr. Gordo:
surrounded by friends old an
new, on his very special day.
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APPROVED DRIVING
INSTRUCTOR

Turriff 62635

Courteous and
Reliable Tuition

Door-to-Door Service
Competitive Rates

AD.L D.O.E.
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Assisted by (left to right) - Gordon Schools pupils Louise
ey and Beth Mackie, Dr. Gordon cuts the tape to mark the
1ing of the Gordon Way. Mr Ron Marnie (far left) lends a
i.

NATURAL HEALTH CLINIC

UNIT 3, 26 OLDMELDRUM ROAD, NEWMACHAR

lypnotherapy, Relaxation, Osteopathic Therapy, Personal Problems Counselling,
Advice on Herbal Medicines, Flower Remedies, Learning Diffigulties,

Touch for Health, Reflexology.
For details or appointments Telephone - UDNY 2465
QUALIFIED CONSULTANTS

MASONRYWORK

HOME GARDEN
NTERIOR & EXTERNAL WALLS, DRYSTONE DYKES, LIMESTONE
ALSO POINTING WORK, Etc. WALLS, PATIOS, Etc.

Prompt Attention : Tel. MONYMUSK 411

Free Estimates :

THERE IS STILL TIME FOR A GOOD
BEDDING PLANT DISPLAY

ELLON FUCHSIAS AND

PLANT CENTRE
LOCH-HILLS, ELLON
HAVE GOOD STOCKS OF TOP QUALITY PLANTS

VE ARE NOW PLANTING HANGING BASKETS/TUBS
lany Local Grown Shrubs, Alpines, Roses, Trees,
Perennials, etc. available.

COMING IN TO FLOWER — The Exciting New Guinea
brid Impatiens (6 Varieties), £1.25 and Malibu Range
of Mimulus (75p) - Great for Patio Tubs.

nd us 2 miles north of Ellon off the A948 New Deer Road
or B9005 to Methlick - Open 6 Days a Week,
9 a.m.-8 p.m. (Closed Tuesday)

Telephone -~ ELLON 20694
Enjoy a “Fly Cup” in the Potting Shed

AmTAT 4O TIOTTAT AN T OACAT HOT TNAYS

23 \
L]

he quipped. i

Dr. Gordon remained Senior
Bailie of Bennachie until 1978,
and has seen membership of this
unique conservation  society
grow from around 40 in 1973 to
almost 4,000 today.

Mr Bert Cadenhead is now
Senior Bailie, and he was
delighted that Dr. Gordon was
asked to perform the openin
ceremony. “This mustbe a proug
day for him,” said Bert.

His colleagues in the Bailies,
Mr Algy Watson and Mr James
Mackay, shared his pleasure.
They walked part of the Way last
week and enjoyed the lovely
views from the ridges.

“It will be a great asset to the
area,” said James, “and to the
people who like getting out into
the wide open spaces.”

Algy stressed that the walk can
be done in sections. “One of the
benefits of the Way is that there
are several accesses on to it, but
of course only the section
between the Suie and Brindy
Hills is complete at the
moment.”

Mr Sandy Sandilands, of the
Forestry Commission, agreed.
“By the end of this year most of
the Gordon Way will be open,
and hopefully we should have a
car park at the Suie Hill, which
will be screened from view, as we
do not want cars on the skyline.”

The Mid Grampian
Employment Training squad
were there to receive the

compliments of everyone for
their excellent work in preparing
the walk. With their gaffer Bill
Malone, the team, mainly from
the Huntly area, have been
working since last summer,
cutting trees, strimming the
heather, building bridges, fences
and stiles.
Gordon District Council has <]

just agreed to fund a further
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 Tel. Wartle 396
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for coming up with the idea all
these years ago; for having the
belief and dedication to stay with
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place where tourists not only

VALUE /i

R A 2-YEAR/24,000*
MILES.TERM

("WHICHEVER OCCURS FIRST)
Fo RD EXHAUSTS Next time your Ford needs an exhaust,
check out our low fitted prices for value! We fit Ford
exhausts quickly and expertly, and Ford guarantee
them for a 2-year/24,000 miles term (whichever
occurs first) —even pari-systems. Ford parts,
Ford-trained technicians, Ford guarantee. Everything
you need for peace of mind, and all attruly
competitive prices. Phone or call in for a firm quote
foryour car. ErEN=
OURFITTED PRICES INCLUDE CLAMPS AND VAT.

OH - 8783 | £37:12

£39l27

CORTINA 1600 OHC 8/70 — 82 £45 5o
< | |

ESCORT Mk3 1300 CVH 9/80 £ 4 8 55
| |

(Excl. Front Pipe) -5/83
£ 5 5- 22

\ Or.forjustalittle more, we'll fit the longer life Ford ‘Super’
, exhausts, with a 3-year/36,000 miles guarantee! Ask for details.,

ESCORT Mk2 1100/1300
OHV SALOON 01/75-8/80

SIERRA 1600 OHC SALOON
(Excl. Front Pipe) —08/85
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HARI AW ROAD INVERURIE. TEL: (0467) 20726



