By KENNY SMITH

BENNACHIE is the
best known, best
loved and most popuiar
hill in Grampian, visited
annually by more than
100,000 visitors.

But sadly there is a danger that
some who visit the landmark may
be unintentionally destroying the
features that attracted them in the
first place.

To counteract the problem, the
Bailies of Bennachie exist to look
after and promote the hill.

Their work is co-ordinated by
a council and Deputy Senior
Bailie James Mackay told the
Advertiser of their role in
protecting the Mither Tap and
surrounding peaks.

He said: “The Bailies of
Bennachie were formed in 1973 -
the brain behind it all was Dr
Danny Gordon, a retired GP from
Ellon, although he was born in
the Clatt area.

“They then got a considerable
government budget and they
started spending quite a lot of
money on Bennachie,
constructing car parks, picnic
areas, paths and this is where the
bailies came in.”

From an initial 40 members
the group have expanded
considerably

Membership secretary Algy
Watson explained: “We have
members from all over the world
with people in every continent
although the majority of them are
local to the Garioch and the
North-east.

“There are many who are
nostalgic and fond of the North-
east and we have many members
in central Scotland and in
England.

“To join the bailies we have a
fee of £1 for life. That amount
was set in 1973 but we are
considering altering it.

“Since 1073 wa have had 4460
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“He was a very enthusiastic
Bennachie man and a
conservationist way ahead of his
time. He spoke to a few of us and
we became the founder members
of the bailies.

“He was the chairman of the
old Garioch District Council and
became the catalyst behind the
bailies

“We all shared a concern that
some of the things that we saw
happening to beauty spots in
England would happen 10
Rennachie and nothing was being
done about 1t

“At that point, the Forestry
Commission existed to grow
trees and then have them cul
down - they existed just for the
production of timber,” he pointed
out.

“It used to be that we weren't
really welcome in the Forestry
Commission planted areas and
people were regarded as a
nuisance.

“But thankfully in response o
increasing pressures from those
of us who spent time on the hills
we were able to help change the
attitude of the Commission

members of all ages join, from
newly-born infants right up to
people in their 90s.”

The society has been based
around five main aims. These
are:

® To preserve the amenity of
the hill and to discourage litter
and vandalism

® To maintain footpaths and
rights of way

@ To study plants, animals,
rocks and their interaction

@ To collect and preserve the
legends, ballads, poetry,
literature, art, music and customs
relevant to Bennachie

@ To encourage and stimulate
public interest in, and care for the
hill

The bailies take part in the
upkeep of the hill and one
constant battle is against path
erosion

Most erosion is caused by
rainwater and the bailies have
occasional work parties who keep
the drainage channels clear of
stones and debris to ensure that
water is allowed to drain off the
paths
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BLANKET TESTING

Have your Electric Blanket Tested Free of
Charge at Booth for better service.

We will have a Blanket Tester at 12
WEST HICH STREET, All Day, on
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3, so take
your old blanket along for YOUR sake.
Anyone purchasing a Replacement Blanket
will receive a FREE Smoke Alarm.

§or ¢tle/  Tel. 0467 620570

12 West High Street
INVERURIE

OPEN 9-5.30

They ask people to use the
centre of pathways and not (o
take shortcuts even where the
paths zig zag

Mountain bikes are banned
although there is a special path
for bikes

The bailies’ annual rally is a
highspot on their calender. James
explained:

“It was all thought up by
Danny, who sadly died last year

“We have a rally in August
every year, attended by up to 500
people, and 1t is normally held at
the Back o’ Bennachie.”

The bailies also have their
AGM in September each year
and produce Bennachie-related
merchandise. Publications can be
bought from their room in
Inverurie town hall which is open
on certain days of the week
during the summer for visitors.

The latest edition of the guide
to Bennachie containing all the
latest walks was published last
year and they have sold more
than 15,000 copies altogether.
The bailies published a book on
Bennachie in 1976, which sold
4500 copies and a sequel,
Bennachie Again, was published
some years later.

The society has changed little
over the past 21 years. James
commented:

“We have become more
involved in everything that is
happening to the hill,
managementwise. We have
developed a good working
relationship with Gordon District
Council and the Forestry
Commission.”

“It’s a very happy marriage,”
said fellow-founder member
Algy. “There is tremendous co-
operation between the bodies.
We were worried for a time about
privatisation of the Forestry
Commission but that seems to
have receded.

“And with the opening of the
Bennachie Centre the bailies are
going to become more involved
in the future as we will be
helping with manning 16

For further information on the
Bailies of Bennachie contact
Algy Watson, Springbank, Oyne,
Insch, Aberdeenshire, AB52
6QR, enclosing a stamped
addressed envelope.

TOWEAR

- AT CASH AND CARRY PRICES

ESCORTMKIVE i et ROVER 214/216 ...
FIESTABI =L e £4318  VOLVO 340
SIERRA Hatch/Sapphire '87 — £3437  GOLFAJETTA '84-92 ..o
MONDEO . £55.81  ASTRA Hatch
MAVERICK CAVALIER Saloon '88 = ........
PEUGEOT 205 83 - NOVA '83 = iuicsndim il
SPECIAL OFFER - SINGLE SOCKET WIRING KIT, BALL + COVER

—ALL FOR ONLY £8
Any towbar not in stock can normally be obtained within 72 hours

NEWLY IN - TIMING BELTS AT REALISTIC PRICES

e.g.: FIAT UNO £7.05  NISSAN MICRA £9.69
ESCORT CVH .. PEUGEOT 205 GTI .
SIERRA 1.6 PEUGEOT 205 1.0, 1.1, 1.3..£13.81
MAZDA 626 ROVER 216 £12.28
ASTRA 1.8\ ot
GOLF 1.3,15,16,18 .

£11.63
£4.99
£9.17
£9.69
£6.99 YUGO 1.1,1.3

TOOLS WHILE STOCKS LAST
22 PIECE S/DRIVER SET £17.90 3 PIECE PLIERS SET £6.00
40 PIECE TOOL KIT IN CASE £15.00
(IDEAL XMAS PRESSIES FOR DAD OR THE LOON)

EIESITASL 1ot
ESCORT 1.6 CVH .... £4.98
ASTRA13................ £4.98 .
ALL PRICES QUOTED INC
" HEY DOD, FOO'S YER TATTIES — NAE BAD, BUT MA PL

STEVENSON MOTORS

BY THE PORT ELPHINSTONE ROUNDABOUT

INVERURIEEN =M E=
0467 623215
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