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Hll Tree people: Area Forest Manager Norman Davidson with his commemorative cer-
tificate after he was made the 5000th Bailie of Bennachie. Full story on Page Seven.
(Picture by Ellice Miiton, of Kemnay)
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UEST speaker at the

weekly meeting of
Oldmeldrum Rotary Club
was Lesley Shepherd,
enthusiastic educator for
Aberdeenshire's involve-
ment in LEC (Life
Education Centres) or
ALEC (Aberdeenshire
Life Education Centre) to
give it its local title.
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The programmes are brought
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into schools in mobil
centres - hi-tech caravans provid
ing a unique leaming environment
for up 1o 30 youngsters who visit
along with their teacher

A teacher, Ms Shepherd has
been involved with ALEC since
1ts inception about 12 months age
and is very enthusiastic about the
programme and its benefits 1«
children

Said Ms Shepherd: “The inci
dents of youngsters using drugs is
getting higher and higher

“The LEC initiative is designed
(0 assist young people reject drugs
and achieve their full potential in

snecial milest
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one for

new Bailie Norman

CENTRAL figure in
the conservation of
the Garioch’s most
prominent landmark has
been credited with the
title of the 5000th mem-

ber of the Bailies of
Bennachie.

Forestry Commission Buchan
forest district manager Norman

Davidson was awarded the hon-
s1al ceremony this
so recognised the

our at a spe
week which

partnership formed between local

By JENNI MASSIE

and national forestry organisa-
tions in promoting and preserving
the area’s famous hill

When the Bailies of Bennachie,
the long-established hill guardian
group, realised their next appoint-
ed member would mark a special
milestone for the organisation,
they felt it only appropriate to cel-
ebrate the occasion by honouring
Mr Davidson as a key figure in the

conservation of BC"HJC']IC.

Senior Bailie and Bennachie
Ranger Fred Gordon told the
Adpvertiser: “We thought the
appointment of our 5000th mem-
ber was obviously something to
be celebrated and since Mr
Davidson has worked very closely
in partnership with the Bailies of
Bennachie, we decided he was
very worthy of the title

“He’s always been very helpful,
over a number of years, and we
are keen to emphasise that the
work of the Bailies is very much a
partnership between the Forestry

Commission, Aberdeenshire
Council and Scottish Natural
Heritage.

“The Bennachie Centre and its
projects, past and present, have all
been successful due to this part-
nership

“We felt this membership was a
good way to honour the man (Mr
Davidson) for the help that he has

given to the Bailies and his
invaluable contributions over the
years.”

The Bennachie Centre, based at
of Garioch, provided the ideal
venue for Monday night’s cere-
mony which was attended by fel-
low Bailies as well as Mr
Davidson’s wife and son.

Said Mr Gordon: “We present-
ed Mr Davidson with some com-
memorative Bailies parchment as
well as a tie and some books on
Bennachie.

“It was a small celebration
which went very well.”

Mr Davidson has been working
alongside the Bailies in their on-
going conservation projects for
around 12 years.

He told the Advertiser: | was
very delighted with the honour of
becoming the 5000th Bailie,

“I've worked with the Bailies in
my  capacity as  Forestry
Commission Buchan district man-
ager in what is very much a part-
nership which has seen advan-
tages on both sides.

“No other partnership would be
able to provide and preserve the
area around Bennachie with the
vast network of walks and paths
which attract around 100,000 vis-
1tors every year,

“I am very keen to promote
Bennachie and I hope to continue
the good relationships established



1 IC LEC HHIAtve 1§ designed
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and achieve their full potential in
society, by building knowledge
from as carly as three

“The sessions are interactive
with as much participation from
the pupils as possible, with teach
ers following up through pro
jects.™

In addition to drug awareness
LEC deals with topics such as
healthy eating. decision making
dealing with ¢ tional 1ssues
alcohol, smokin
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Oh so quiet:

The 1st Alford Brownies proudly dlsplay the £415 cheque which they raised during a sponsored
silence last November in aid of the Archie Foundation.

(Picture by Ellice Milton, of Kemnay)

Bennachie and I hope (o continue
the good relationships established
between the partnership.”

Among the Bailies continuing
forestry projects are the continual
improvement to the network of
paths, surveys on the flora and
fauna and archaeological explo-
rations

The Bailies were founded in
1973 by the well-known late Dr
Danny Gordon who became the
Senior Bailie.

The Bailies honorary Senior
Bailie is HRH Prince Charles who
visited the Bailies room at the
Bennachie Visitors' Centre when
it had its official opening.

Quarry tax sethack

OCAL rural communities

are bracing themselves
for another blow after it was
announced that an
Aggregate Levy will be
applied to all quarry prod-
ucts from April.
gures produced by the
ICts Association sug
ix, which is \UPP()\LL‘ o
will raise £12m more
than will be returned
National Insurance

ns and the new
ability Fund

Aberdeenshire and

MP Sir Robert Smith

mented I am concerned

that the treasury is to use a popu
lation-based formula to distribute
some of the cash raised by the tax
in the form of the Sustainability
Fund

“The predominantly rural com
munities bearing the burden of the
tax are unlikely to benefit fully
from the fund

“Scotland as a whole stands to
pay out £12m more than it will
receive

“Similarly, smaller quarries in
rural areas could face closure as
they are less likely to be able to
absorb the increased costs, lead

ing to job losses.”

Tae [js Koezs
Sale Now On

REDUCTIONS FROM 10% - 75% OFF
CLOTHING, FOOTWEAR & ACCESSORIES

2 Urquhart Road, Oldmeldrum, Aberdeenshire AB51 OEX
Tel: (01651) 873270 Fax: (01651) 873474

B’s KNEES TOO
68 Market Place, Inverurie, Aberdeenshire, AB5] 3XN
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WE’RE CUTTING PRICES IN STORE NOW!
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vo £40 OFF HOTPOINT WASHING MACHINES
vo £300 OFF PANASONIC WIDESCREEN TVs

+ MANY OTHER FANTASTIC SAVINGS!

ELLON

113 STATION ROAD,

= 01358 720854
53 BELMONT STREET
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